
Programme 2011
Meetings begin at 10.30am            

at Hatch Beauchamp Village Hall
Talks begin at 1.45pm

15th January 
American Weaving
Paddy Bakker

19th February   
Moire Finishing
Talitha Clarke
(soup & bread lunch)
Committee Meeting

19th March
Skills Day
To include Navaho plying and 
Making a warp

16th April

Quantock Weavers Day
Antique Carpets
Brian MacDonald
Committee Meeting

21st May
AGM
The Spinning Weal
Sarah Harris
Sale of fibre, books & equipment, 
followed by a short talk
(Fork Lunch

18th June
Fleece Fair
Committee Meeting

16th July
Sashiko
Talitha Clarke

20th August
Summer Chat
Bring your finished/unfinished projects 
To show and talk about.

17th September
Natural Dyeing
Barbara Spicer
Committee Meeting

15th October
Natural Dyeing workshop

19th November
The Certificate of Achievement
Amanda Hannaford

The Association of Weavers Spinners
& Dyers
Speaker to be announced

Competition:
Spinning, weaving or dyeing
Subject to be announced
(soup and bread lunch)
Committee Meeting
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New Members:
A warm welcome to Ms Andrea Shipperley  and Ms Denise Abbott , both from 
Glastonbury.  Ann and Katherine Langrishe of Otterford, and Suzanne Faulkner 
from Babcary.

I would like to apologise for the late arrival of your November newsletter.  Purely 
bad management of my time is to blame, and not the snow.  I am sorry if this has 
caused any inconvenience to you.
Talitha Clarke 



Textile Tips and Techniques

Help and advice please:

“I have a bag of “throwsters waste—silk in the gum” , it was ‘given’ to me before it 
was to be thrown out of a cupboard, so I was not sure what I was getting except 
that there was “Silk” in the title!  Can I spin it? Is it possible to spin it on a Saxony 
wheel?  What do people do with this fiber? Please can any one advise me?  Also I 
was given a kilo of ramie and it is  bleached and in a long roving, what is the best 
way to spin this up?”

Over twisted yarn can be problematic but also can be a design feature in a piece of 
fabric.  Can anyone give Helen some ideas as to what she can do with some highly 
spun yarn that she has created? 

Solutions and suggestions to Talitha or Rita and they  will be  in the next newslet-
ter.

How to find that lost end.

It happens to every spinner at some stage, if your yarn breaks and disappears into 
the singles already on your bobbin,  try wrapping some sellotape around your fin-
ger, sticky side out, and then gently dab at the surface until the end pops up.   A 
fine toothbrush gently stroked in the opposite direction the single was feeding on 
also works.   A good piece of advice I read on Ravelry recently was, if your yarn 
breaks, DON’T STOP the wheel straight away, just let it come to a gentle stand still 
and most likely your yarn end will be lying on the top, it’s when you come to a sud-
den stop the yarn end buries itself. 
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Trophies 2010—Congratulations to:

Spinning trophy Christine Edmunds
Weaving trophy Jaquie Teal
Dyeing trophy Jan Edwards
Thank you  to everyone who has entered  the competitions,  it is inspiring to see 
how talented our members are.  We look forward to a creative 2011.
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What’s On

Christmas Open Studios Unit 8 
Devon Weavers Workshop  4—12th December Coombe park

Ashprington
Totnes, Devon

Somerset Christmas Wednesday 24th Nov Bishop’s Palace
Fair 09.00 onwards Wells

Mistletoe Fair Barrington
Barrington Court Saturday 27th November Ilminster

10.00—2.0 pm

The Textile Society’s Manchester Antique Textile Fair
Sunday 6th March 2011; 10 – 4.30 pm
Armitage Centre, Moseley Road, Fallowfield, Manchester M14 6HE
Entry: £6 or £4 full time students and senior citizens
Antique and Vintage Costumes and Textiles, Accessories and Books; various 
stands. Lectures throughout the day.

For further information go to www.textilesociety.org.uk or contact Deborah Roberts 
email atf@textilesociety.org.uk; Tel
077193 47512

Association AGM  2nd April, Bonhill House, nr Moorgate, London 

Association’s Summer School
7th—14th August Queen Margaret University Capital Campus

Edinburgh
Full details in 2010 summer edition of the Journal, and on the associations website;   
www.wsd.org.uk/ssbroch.pdf

Fiberfest will be held again in 2011, no details yet, but the dates are 
20th 21st August.   Watch out for news from Blackdown Fibres and at 
http://www.fibrefest.co.uk/



News From The Chair

Well, hardly have I wished you all a Happy New Year, 
than I'm wishing you a Merry Christmas, or so it seems!  I 
can't believe how quickly this year has flashed by.  
  We've had a terrific year at the Guild, with a smashing 
selection of workshops and speakers on the program.  I've 
certainly enjoyed every single one, but the highlight I think 
was Ian Tait's spindle making talk.  The spindle spinning 
workshop hasn't happened as I write this,  but I'm really 
looking forward to that one too.

We've had a good year in terms of new membership, I'm afraid I can't recall 
the names of all of you who have joined us this year, but we're very glad you 
decided to join us, and I hope you've all been made to feel welcome.  I re-
member when I first came along, I felt quite daunted on seeing all these 
clever people spinning away and doing all that clever stuff (that I probably still 
can't do), but I certainly found that anyone would help me or advise me if I 
asked them, so don't be deterred!

Here's hoping that 2011 will be equally successful for the Guild, and that 
members new and old will have an interesting, enjoyable and educational 
year.  If you feel the urge to join in with the running of the Guild, or have sug-
gestions that might improve things and help the Guild run more smoothly, 
please don't hesitate to let someone on the committee know.  We're always 
receptive, after all, there wouldn't be a Guild without all of you, so we need to 
know what YOU want.  

Helen Cridland

Membership Subscriptions 2011
These are due 1st January; prompt payment is very much appreciated.  If you 
are not renewing, please let Jennifer Ferguson, our membership secretary 
know on 01643 709816 so that we can keep our records up to date.   

August Meeting
In the past we have not held a meeting in August, but this year we thought 
‘Why not?’   So there will be a less formal meet on 20th August.   In particular 
there will be time to help any members who might want some guidance with a 
particular skill, problem projects or maybe some equipment not functioning 
properly; then we can find solutions.   Nearer the date we will be asking for a 
bit more information so that we come prepared to help.  
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Ian Tait from IST Crafts
18th September 2010

A beautiful day saw a great many members attending the September meeting after 
our summer break.  Ian Tait of IST Craft joined us with his daughter to tell us about 
the drop spindles he makes in his workshop on the Isle of Wight.

When Ian took voluntary redundancy from his job in the IT industry many years 
ago, his love of wood drew him to re-train at West Dean College, qualifying as a 
maker of stringed musical instruments.   Talking over coffee one day, the tapestry 
weaving tutor at West Dean showed him a bobbin, and asked Ian if he could make 
some for her.  So, for a bit of 
pocket money he began making 
them in his spare time.   Some-
time later, he received an email 
from some asking him ‘do you 
make cheap spindles?’   Ian did-
n’t, he didn’t even know what a 
spindle was, but he determined to 
learn.  Much trial, error and sev-
eral prototypes later, he had pro-
duced a spindle which not only 
worked well, but was beautiful to 
boot.   By this time, Ian’s budding 
career as a musical instrument maker hit a crossroads when he and his partner 
parted company.  Realising that it would be very difficult for him to make a living 
when he hadn’t yet made a name for himself as an instrument maker, Ian decided 
to focus his efforts on making spindles.  There seemed to be a growing demand for 
them, with few makers in the UK, Ist craft was born and is now one of the most re-

spected makers of spindles 
and other turned wood prod-
ucts in the country.  
   
IST spindles are made from an 
enormous variety of woods, 
including Yew, Oak, Tulip 
wood, even Bog Oak from the 
fens; as well as many exotic 
hardwoods, all hand selected 
by Ian.   The whorls are made 
from a base of English ripple 
sycamore, with the face wood 
laminated to it, top and bottom.   

This not only makes for a more stable whorl which can be 
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Journal Library is now The Association Library

New arrangements for the Association Library (formerly the Journal Library)

This is now located in Textile Department, Freeman College, Stirling Works, 88 
Arundel Street, Sheffield S1 2NG. 

In January 2011 an updated catalogue will be available as will the new procedure 
for borrowing. 
It is hoped to open on a few Saturdays in 2011 to allow for personal borrowing.

It is also hoped that the more technical / research type books and videos/DVDS will 
be brought to Summer School 2011 so that attendees can then see the sort of 
books that are in the library and possibly watch a DVD.

The above has been taken from the Association website, in the next newsletter 
there will be an update on the new borrowing procedure and access to the collec-
tion and also a review of our library.

Somerset Guild of Weavers Spinners and Dyers Website

The committee have set up a subcommittee to re-vamp our website.  You will all 
see that it is a little out dated.  There are so many exciting possibilities available to 
us and the subcommittee (Anita, Carol, Pat and Talitha) are currently working with 
a web designer to liven up our site and enable us to use it as a resource as well as 
a notice board.  Also we need to make it more accessible for non members.

We are hoping that members will let us know if there is anything that they would 
like added or improved, all suggestions are very welcome. To make the site inter-
esting to regular viewers we need regular additions to the gallery.  New additions to 
the gallery will be displayed on the main home page.  If you have any images of 
your work, please email them to Talitha (talithaclarke@yahoo.co.uk) and if you 
don’t have any images, bring the piece into the next meeting and I shall photo-
graph it for you.  

It is our aim to make the site as vibrant and stimulating as our meetings, with long 
term views of having a skill bank, individual web pages for members, various fo-
rums and open links to other guilds.
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Certificate of Achievement - COA

The Association of Weavers Spinners and Dyers defines the COA thus:
“The purpose of the Certificate of Achievement is to preserve and improve crafts-
manship in hand-weaving, tapestry weaving, spinning, natural dyeing and synthetic 
dyeing and to promote education in such craftsmanship. It aims to provide a struc-
ture within which an individual can undertake a programme of study, practice and 
experimentation, in their own way and in their own time.”

It is suggested that about 2 years of part time study should be allowed to complete 
the syllabus, and not to attempt two disciplines at once (!)   There is a coordinator 
for the COA, and when you are ready to register you can contact them by email 
from the Association web site (address below).  Anyone without access to email 
can approach any committee member who will be happy to procure an address 
and telephone number for them.
There is a detailed syllabus for each discipline.  Students produce a portfolio of 
samples and 1 test piece, and submit them for assessment which is held at the 
beginning of the biannual summer school, (held in uneven years).    So when plan-
ning to embark on a COA study it is important to carefully consider the dates of 
future summer schools.

How much does it cost?
The fixed costs are registration, currently £15, this is valid for 3 years and the as-
sessment is £50.   Other costs to consider will be tuition if required, materials, 
books, etc.  Don’t forget the Guilds library, plus the Association has an extensive 
library so it shouldn’t be necessary to purchase much of the recommended read-
ing.   Equipment may be available to borrow or hire.  Plus, never forget the skill and 
expertise available from guild members, some of whom have completed the COA 
previously.

Even if you think the COA is not for you, reading the syllabus is a great way to give 
your interest a bit of focus and the encouragement to explore other areas of your 
craft.  Each syllabus is available on, or by the notice board during meetings; or see 
the link below if you would like to print out your own copy.

At our November meeting next year, Ammanda Hannaford will be talking to the 
guild about her experiences of completing the COA and working with the Associa-
tion as coordinator.

Articles
Certificate of Achievement – afterthoughts of a participant.
Heather Dean Journal   issue 203 September 2002

Online copies of the syllabuses available at:  http://www.wsd.org.uk/ca.htm

Rita Ovens



perfectly balanced, it also means you can have the maximum effect of a glorious 
wood with minimal environmental impact.  He takes as much care with the wood he 
selects and turns for the shafts, feeling that some spindles are let down by the use 
of an inferior wood, carelessly finished. 

A good drop spindle will spin for a long time, and without wobble.  To achieve this, 
the weight of the whorl should be on the outside, which is why most spindles have 
hollowed out centres – the rim will be heavier.  Ian sometimes adds brass shavings 
to the rim which is both decorative and functional.

Once assembled and tested, the spindles are oiled and waxed to preserve their 
good looks.  All drop spindles purchased from IST come in their own cylindrical 
container so you can store and travel with it safely.   

Ian had brought samples of wood and examples of all stages of spindle production 
so we could see and understand the labour intensive production.   Finally, there 
were dozens of finished drop and Turkish spindles for us to drool over; purses at 
the ready, many of us took advantage of the generous discount Ian gave us on our 
purchases.  I bought a light 18g one in dark oak and sycamore, I must say, it’s an 
absolute delight to spin with.

Ian’s website for IST Crafts
http://thewoodemporium.co.uk/dropspindles.php
Address Northwood Business park, Newport Road, Cowes, IOW  PO31 7PA

Telephone 07919 488328
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The Craft Person's Garden 
Christina Stapely 

20th November 2010

Christina Stapley visited us in November to tell us about her garden and the vari-
ous craft activities she does with the multitude of products that her garden sup-
plies.

She began with a brief outline of her activities, dying, spinning, working with dried 
flowers and basket weaving to name just a few.  Her first ventures  into dyeing de-
prived her husband of his best silk shirt, but began a lifelong interest in the colours 
that could be produced from nature.  Though Christina now has a new and smaller 
garden, she still aims to produce as many dyestuffs as possible, growing plants 
such as madder, angelica, woad and foxgloves as well as dyers broom and mari-
golds.

Christina told us that she is a keen spinner, having spun for many years on a 250 
year old wheel, now being replaced due to a dry warm house.

The plants in Christina's garden provide the raw materials and inspiration for em-
broidery, floral boxes, baskets, decorated candles, inks, hand made paper, per-
fume, wood-turning and printmaking. She said that even a window box can pro-
duce small quantities of materials for craft activities, so that no one need be put off 
by the lack of a garden.

Here are some of Christina's suggestions for things to make and do with your gar-
den (or window box) products:

 Meadowsweet gives a nice orange colour on silk, but can give deeper reds if 
the temperature is varied.

 Madder must produce it's berries before you use it.  The temperature of the 
dye bath will also affect the depth of colour

 Tagetes (French Marigolds) mordanted with alum will give a golden yellow/
orange.  The flowers can be dried for later use.  Use half the weight of the wool to 
be dyed in flowers and simmer for about 20 minutes.

 Use the water from pickling walnuts as dye – two products in one!  Soak ripe 
walnut husks for 3-4 days in rainwater to extract dye in the autumn.

 Pokeberry root, though poisonous (grow it in a separate garden area away 
from food plants), gives ginger colours.

 Use soap wort to wash silk and delicates. It is pH neutral.  Use the leaves and 
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...stems in the summer and the roots in the winter.  The roots should be used if 
you don't want to rinse the item.  If your hands are dirty from gardening, simply 
rub your hands with a few leaves and spit on them!

 Sea buckthorn makes good ink, as do elderberries when the juice is mixed with 
a little alum and salt.

 Elderberry dyed silk does not fade as badly as elderberry dyed wool.

 Rue will produce a yellow ink, Saffron gives greenish yellow, Brazilwood makes 
red, and is good for dying wool too.

 If you wish to dye paper, first dip it into a solution of vinegar or salt water, then 
the dye as the paper will take up the colour better.

 Sunflowers are multi-purpose.  You can get a yellow dye from the flowers, and, 
if you have the patience, fibre to spin can be obtained from the stems.  Liquid-
ized stems can be added to mixtures for hand made paper.

 Nettles (liquidized) can be added to paper. Chickens like the seeds.  Fibre can 
be obtained from the stems – commercially this is called ramie.

 Hollyhock stems can also be used to produce fibre. The pink flowers, surpris-
ingly, produce green dye.

 Dried flowers can be applied to the outside of candles and sealed in position 
using a warmed spoon.

 Keep a design book with samples and ideas, also pictures or sketches for fu-
ture use.

 Many plant stems are useful in basketry.  For example; cotton lavender, winter 
savory, rock hyssop.  Plants such as hop and dogwood are also good.

 Even strawberry runners can be used to create delicate woven structures.

Many seed heads, when dried, can be used as decorations throughout the year.  
Spra them with gold or silver paint, or artificial snow for Christmas decorations.
There were lots of other ideas, many of which I was not quick enough to write 
down, but they are to be found in Christina's books such as “Herbcraft Naturally” or 
“Herbwise Naturally” which can probably be found in the Guild library.

All in all, another inspirational speaker!  Such a pity I never seem to have enough 
hours in the day to try out all the terrific ideas I go home with after meetings like 
this. Helen Cridland
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